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Volunteer Mississippi 
 

Through the enactment of Senate Bill 2447 in the 1996 Legislative Session, the Mississippi Commission 
for Volunteer Service, known as Volunteer Mississippi, officially became the state office of volunteerism.  
The 20 commission members appointed by the Governor represent a broad-based constituency, 
dedicated to the concept of community service and the building of public/private coalitions to 
strengthen Mississippi communities.   
 
Volunteer Mississippi’s mission is to engage and support Mississippians of all ages and background in 
service to their communities.  Believing that volunteers are a powerful force for community 
improvement, whose efforts make the most of limited resources, Volunteer Mississippi seeks to involve 
Mississippians to make a difference in every community in the state.   
 
Volunteer Mississippi is the official grant-making, technical assistance provider, and training entity for 
national service in the State of Mississippi.  Volunteer Mississippi provides national service programs 
with the expertise to develop and manage community volunteer centers, strong and competitive 
national service programs, inclusive outreach for volunteers with special needs, and disaster assistance.   
 
As the state’s official organization to promote community service and volunteerism, Volunteer 
Mississippi invests in Mississippi communities by building public/private coalitions, linking communities 
and organizations to local and national resources, coordinating state resources for volunteers, and 
supporting and initiating Volunteer Centers to connect volunteers with meaningful opportunities that 
address serious social needs.   
 
Volunteer Mississippi offers an exciting challenge and opportunity to serve.  Our programs are designed 
to increase volunteer participation and sustainable systems for volunteer management.  The investment 
in volunteer infrastructure generates a substantial return for Mississippi.  Volunteers can meet our 
state’s challenges by building a better, brighter future for all Mississippians. 
 
 

Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS): 
 
National service legislation created the new Corporation for National and Community Service in 1993.  
Formed in conjunction with the White House Office of National Service, built upon the foundation of the 
former Commission on National and Community Service and ACTION, and incorporating the new Civilian 
Community Corps, the Corporation is positioned to revitalize service in every region and community 
across the country.   
 
The Corporation supports a range of national and community service programs, providing opportunities 
for participants to serve full-time and part-time, as volunteers or as stipend participants, and as 
individuals or as a part of a team.  From our youngest citizens engaged in service learning activities in 
grades K-12 to our older Americans assisting those in need in their communities, the Corporation 
provides “seasons of service” for all Americans.  The State Office of the CNCS administers the 
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AmeriCorps VISTA programs and the three components of the Senior Service Corps (Foster 
Grandparents, Retired & Senior Volunteer Programs, and Senior Companions). 
 
AmeriCorps NCCC is a full-time, team-based residential program for men and women ages 18-24.  NCCC 
members, assigned to one of five campuses, are organized into teams of 10-12 members and serve in 
communities in every state responding to needs that are identified by community-based organizations 
state or local government entities.  Campuses are currently located in Baltimore, MD; Denver, CO; 
Vinton, IA; Sacramento, CA, and the newest campus in Vicksburg, MS.   
 

Partners in Service: 
  
With the passage of the Kennedy Serve America Act in 2009, Volunteer Mississippi, along with national 
service programs, has been challenged to expand the reach of volunteers and national service programs 
across Mississippi.  Volunteer Mississippi has responded to this challenge by strengthening our 
partnerships with national service agencies in Mississippi through the Mississippi Cross Stream Council 
to streamline and increase outreach to the public.   
 
Information in this booklet is collected and generated from the Cross Stream Council in order to 
maximize national service impact and to enable opportunities to better serve local community needs.  
Listed below are Partners In Service and members of the Mississippi Cross Stream Council: 
 
Volunteer Mississippi, David Mallery (Executive Director) 
 Staff:  Monica Ritchie, Danny Blue, Adrian Austin, Caitlin Brooking, Ola Cupstid, Krista Estes, 

Suzanne Rutherford, Judy Stein, Sadelle Sweet, Allison Washington 
 
MS State Program Office, R. Abdul-Azeez (State Program Director) 
 Staff:  Retha Harrison, Christine Williams 
 
AmeriCorps NCCC, Kathy Hopson-Ricks (Region Director) 

Staff:  Mindy Brown, Kevin Burke, Tasha Butler, Sharee Carlock, Jonathan Chan, David Condlin, 
Ava Cooley, Tamika Eatmon, Monica Ford, Justin Fuller, Andrea Gewirtzman, Stephanie 
Gittinger, Becky Harris, Joseph Holbrooks, Marissa Kinter, Paul Klockars, Alicia Mainka, John 
Mardis, Casey McCue, Carrie Ogborn-Smith, Chris Reed-Waddell, Ted Rivera, Rich Smith, Liz 
Sprague, Wade Williams, Mark Weaver 
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What is AmeriCorps? 
AmeriCorps engages more than 75,000 men and women in intensive service 
each year at more than 21,000 locations including nonprofits, schools, public 
agencies, and community and faith-based groups across the country. 
AmeriCorps members help communities tackle pressing problems while 
mobilizing millions of volunteers for the organizations they serve. Members 
gain valuable professional, educational, and life benefits, and the experience 
has a lasting impact on the members and the communities they serve. 

 
This year over 546 AmeriCorps members are serving through 11 AmeriCorps State programs to Get 
Things Done for Mississippi.  Others serve in AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) and 
AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps). Upon completion of their term of service, 
AmeriCorps members receive education awards to help finance college costs or repay student loans. 
 

What do AmeriCorps Members do? 
AmeriCorps members train volunteers, tutor and mentor at-risk youth, build or refurbish housing, clean 
up rivers and streams, help seniors live independently, provide emergency and long-term assistance to 
victims of natural disasters, and meet other community needs. 
 

Is there more than one type of AmeriCorps program? 
Yes, there are three main branches of AmeriCorps:  AmeriCorps State and National, whose members 
serve with national and local nonprofit and community groups; AmeriCorps VISTA, through which 
members serve full time fighting poverty; and AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps), a 
team-based residential program for young adults 18-24 who carry out projects in public safety, the 
environment, youth development, and disaster relief and preparedness. 

 AmeriCorps State and National:  AmeriCorps State members serve in the programs sponsored 
by Volunteer Mississippi and provide direct service. AmeriCorps National programs site 
members in more than one state and receive their funding directly from the Corporation for 
National and Community Service.  
 

 AmeriCorps VISTA members serve economically challenged communities and are dedicated to 
increasing the capability of people to improve the conditions of their own lives. Members of 
AmeriCorps VISTA serve full-time and live in the communities they serve, creating programs that 
can continue after they complete their service. 
 

 AmeriCorps NCCC is a ten-month, full-time residential service program for men and women 
ages eighteen to twenty-four. Members help meet the nation’s critical needs in the areas of 
natural and other disaster services, environmental stewardship and conservation, urban and 
rural development, energy conservation and infrastructure improvement. AmeriCorps NCCC 
combines the best practices of civilian service with the best aspects of military service, including 
leadership and team building. 

 

What agencies oversee AmeriCorps? 
All national service programs are funded by the Corporation for National and Community Service.  The 
Corporation (or CNCS) works with governor-appointed state commissions, nonprofits, faith-based 
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groups, schools, and other organizations to provide opportunities for Americans of all ages to serve their 
communities.  
 
To learn more about Mississippi AmeriCorps programs and opportunities, call the programs listed or 
Volunteer Mississippi at 601.432.6224 or 1.888.353.1793, or visit the Volunteer Mississippi webpage at 
www.volunteermississippi.org. To learn more about AmeriCorps nationwide, visit www.AmeriCorps.gov 
or call 1.800.942.2677 (TDD 1.800.833.3722). 

 
AmeriCorps State Programs 

 
Volunteer Mississippi oversees 11 AmeriCorps State programs engaging 546 AmeriCorps 
members in Mississippi communities. 
 

 
 

 America Reads - Mississippi (ARM) “Tutors with a Mission”  
Statewide - America Reads – Mississippi is dedicated to improving the reading skills of students, 
encouraging public awareness and support for literacy, and helping to increase the number of certified 
teachers in Mississippi.  87 AmeriCorps members tutor a total of 1,232 students per day in school 
settings, resulting in students demonstrating growth equal to or greater than what is expected for one 
year.  Members also provide homework help and tutoring to 920 k-3 students in afterschool programs 
resulting in students demonstrating improvement in homework completion and attitudes toward 
school. 
 
 Contact:  Ronjanett Taylor, 601.432.6380 or rtaylor@mississippi.edu  
     Kathy Smith, 601.432.6381 or kasmith@mississippi.edu  
 

Site Supervisors:  
     Della Archie, 601. 979.1474 - ARM/JSU Region or della.r.archie@jsums.edu 
     Teresa Hall-Brown, 662.325.9313 – MSU Region or thbrown@colled.msstate.edu  
     Jessica Lucky-Ethridge, 601.266.4194 – ARM/USM Region or jessica.lucky@usm.edu  
  

AmeriCorps State 
Contacts: 

 
 

Address: 
 
 

Phone: 
Fax: 

Email: 
Website: 

David Mallery, Executive Director 
Judy Stein, Program Officer 
 
3825 Ridgewood Road 
Jackson, MS  39211 
 
601.432.6224 
601.432.6790 
judy@volunteermississippi.org 
www.volunteermississippi.org 
 

http://www.volunteermississippi.org/
http://www.americorps.gov/
mailto:rtaylor@mississippi
mailto:kasmith@mississippi.edu
mailto:della.r.archie@jsums.edu
mailto:thbrown@colled.msstate.edu
mailto:jessica.lucky@usm.edu
mailto:judy@volunteermississippi.org
http://www.volunteermississippi.org/
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 City of Jackson / Capital City Rebuilds 
20 AmeriCorps members function as liaisons between food pantries, health care agencies, and 
community members in the poorest neighborhoods of our Capital City.  Individuals receiving referrals, 
nutritional information and a monthly food box will report an increase in food security.  Clients being 
served by AmeriCorps members will demonstrate an increased awareness of available healthcare 
resources and will report improved health behaviors as a result of using the preventive and primary 
healthcare services and programs provided by AmeriCorps members.   
  
 Contact:  Rolanda Alexander, 601.960.0746 or ralexander@jacksonms.gov  
 

 CLIMB CDC / Workforce Training Institute AmeriCorps Gulf Coast 
Engages 26 AmeriCorps members, 100% of whom are Opportunity Youth.  Members receive job and 
related skills training in environmental careers and other fields, enabling them to apply these skills to 
restore 20 acres of parks or public land.   
 
 Contact:  Stephanie Mathes, 228.864.6677 or smathes@climbcdc.org  
 

 Delta State University/Delta Reads 
50 AmeriCorps members provide one-on-one and small group tutoring 5 days a week throughout the 
2016-2017 school year (30 weeks) to 400 underachieving, economically disadvantaged students in 
grades K-8 in Mississippi Delta school districts in Bolivar, Coahoma, Leflore, Sunflower, and Washington 
counties.  At the end of the first program year 320 students in grades K-8 will complete the program by 
participating in 30 or more tutoring sessions.  300 students will demonstrate improved attitudes toward 
learning and 275 students will demonstrate improved classroom behavior. 
 
 Contact:  David Tanner, 662.864.4808, dtanner@deltastate.edu  
 

 FoodCorps Mississippi 
Collaborating with community partners and school teams, 10 FoodCorps AmeriCorps members serve in 
high-need schools, providing an intervention designed to transform children’s attitudes toward healthy 
eating and improve school food environments. Members increase children's understanding of healthy 
food, increase their excitement to try new foods that are good for them, enable new healthy eating 
habits and increase opportunities to eat healthy food on a daily basis at school. FoodCorps is creating a 
future in which every school is a healthy school, and every child is well-nourished and ready to learn. 
Through our work, future generations will grow up to lead healthier, more productive, and longer lives. 
 
 Contact:  Ashley Taylor, 212.596.7045, x 127, ashley.taylor@foodcorps.org  

 www.foodcorps.org  
 

 Grenada School District 
29 AmeriCorps members tutor over 1,000 k-8 low performing students one on one or in small groups 
resulting in students achieving at least a 15% academic improvement in reading and/or math.   
 
 Contact:  Gwen Woodson, 662.226.1606 or gwoodson@grenadak12.com  
 

 Northtown CDC / Veterans Service Network 

mailto:ralexander@jacksonms.
mailto:smathes@climbcdc.org
mailto:dtanner@deltastate.edu
mailto:ashley.taylor@foodcorps.org
http://www.foodcorps.org/
mailto:gwoodson@grenadak12.com
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20 veterans serving as AmeriCorps members connect veterans, their family members, and family 
members of active military service personnel to existing resources such as VA registration, peer to peer 
mentoring, and referral for PTSD/Suicide prevention.   
 
 Contact:  John Victorian, 601.842.6073 or jfvictorian@yahoo.com   

 

 Scientific Research 1(SR1) – COOL Project  
64 AmeriCorps members prepare low-income k-12 students for college access and success through a 
holistic academic and 21st century skills approach.  One-on-one tutoring and mentoring provided by 
AmeriCorps members will result in students demonstrating gain in literacy and/or math on standard pre-
/post-tests and promotion to the next grade level.   
 
 Contact:  Dorlisa Hutton, 601.206.4544 or dhutton@sr1tech.org  

  www.SR1Tech.org   
 
 

 The University of Mississippi / Mississippi College Corps  
122 students, serving as AmeriCorps members at the University of MS, the University of Southern MS 
and MS University for Women,  serve economically disadvantaged children by delivering an enhanced 
pre-K curriculum, by providing sustained after-school tutoring, and by supporting a summer learning 
program. 
 
 Contact:  Olivia Morgan, 662.915.5890 or ospaster@olemiss.edu  
   http://collegecorps.olemiss.edu/  
 
 

 The University of Southern Mississippi / Campus Link AmeriCorps  
80 AmeriCorps members, mostly college students, provide in- and after-school tutoring for 4th-8th 
grade students, resulting in improved academic engagement and preparation for moving forward to the 
9th grade.  Members also recruit community volunteers and engage youth in service projects. 
 
 Contact:  Samantha Jones, 601.266.5205 or samantha.markland@usm.edu  
     Maribeth Lee, 601.266.5208 or maribeth.love@usm.edu    
 
 

 The University of Southern Mississippi / TRIAD Service AmeriCorps  
38 AmeriCorps members, with and without disabilities, focus on providing health education and physical 
activity opportunities to children and youth with disabilities in at least one school district in Forrest, 
Hancock, Harrison and Lamar counties.  Middle school students with disabilities served will demonstrate 
adoption of health behaviors and increased physical activity.  

 
 Contact:  Jerry Alliston, 601.266.5979 or jerry.alliston@usm.edu  

 

  

mailto:jfvictorian@yahoo.com
mailto:dhutton@sr1tech.org
http://www.sr1tech.org/
mailto:ospaster@olemiss.edu
http://collegecorps.olemiss.edu/
mailto:samantha.markland@usm.edu
mailto:maribeth.love@usm.edu
mailto:jerry.alliston@usm.edu
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AmeriCorps National Programs 

 
 Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE) 

ACE is a two-year service program offering college graduates the opportunity to serve as full-time 
teachers in under-resourced Catholic schools across the southern United States. Because we believe 
that good teachers need excellent formation, ACE prepares its teachers in an innovative Master of 
Education program at Notre Dame. ACE teachers represent a broad variety of undergraduate disciplines, 
with a diverse set of backgrounds and experiences. There are 5 ACE AmeriCorps members serving in 
Pascagoula and Biloxi at Resurrection Catholic Elementary School, Resurrection Catholic Middle/High 
School, and St. Patrick's High School. 

 
Contact:  Kathleen Fulcher, 574.631.7052 or ace.1@nd.edu 

     http://ace.nd.edu 
 
 

 DeltaCorps 
60 DeltaCorps members will serve with nonprofit organizations that have already distinguished 
themselves as powerful catalysts for change in the Delta (AL, AR, IL, KY, LA, MS, MO, and TN), utilizing a 
diverse portfolio of proven program models that develop economic opportunity through workforce 
development, health and wellness, emergency preparedness, environmental stewardship, education, 
and engagement of veterans and military families. DeltaCorps adds capacity and people power to 
successful Delta-developed assets, allowing them to expand and reach into traditionally underserved 
communities.  (Recruiting placement sites for 2016-2017.) 
  

Contact:  Angela Pinckard-Hale, 501.569.8479 or apinckard-hale@dra.gov  
 
 

 Equal Justice Works  
The Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Program was created in 2003 with the goal of improving access to 
justice by increasing the availability of pro bono legal services.  The program offers law graduates the 
opportunity to promote public service among law students and at law schools, while developing their 
own legal and professional skills.  AmeriCorps Fellow projects are based at various host organizations 
across the country.  Each host site has created its own project to meet the unaddressed legal needs in its 
community; however, all projects require AmeriCorps Fellows to collaborate with area law schools, 
student groups, community organizations, and legal aid providers in the creation of pro bono 
opportunities.  An Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal Fellow, serving with the Mississippi Center for 
Justice, recruits lawyers and law students to provide pro bono legal services across the state. She is 
based in Biloxi and is focusing on providing expungement petitions and eliminating other barriers to 
employment for ex-offenders throughout the state.  
 

Contact:  Beth Orlansky, 769-230-2838 or borlansky@mscenterforjustice.org 
 
 

 Habitat for Humanity International AmeriCorps National Service 
The Habitat for Humanity International AmeriCorps National Service program provides a unique human 
resource to affiliates—a motivated, passionate, hard-working AmeriCorps member who can address 
community needs in a variety of ways. Members engage directly with the community, including 

mailto:ace.1@nd.edu
http://ace.nd.edu/
mailto:apinckard-hale@dra.gov
mailto:borlansky@mscenterforjustice.org
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volunteers and partner families and also have the opportunity for personal development and skill 
improvement.  During the 2016-2017 program year 10 Habitat National Direct AmeriCorps members are 
serving with Habitat for Humanity of the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 
 

Contact:  Hanna Nallett, 800.422.4828 ext. 5003 or hnallett@habitat.org  
 
 

 Teach For America 
Teach For America works in partnership with communities to expand educational opportunity for children 
facing the challenges of poverty. Founded in 1990, Teach For America recruits and develops a diverse 
corps of outstanding college graduates and professionals to make an initial two-year commitment to teach 
in high-need schools and become lifelong leaders in the effort to end educational inequity. Today, more 
than 53,000 Teach For America corps members and alumni are leading within schools, school systems, 
and every sector and field that shapes them. Among them are 19,000 teachers, including nearly 7,000 first 
and second year corps members in 53 urban and rural regions across the country. In Mississippi, 200 first- 
and second-year corps members and over 200 alumni are working to ensure every child has an excellent 
education. Teach For America is a proud member of the AmeriCorps national service network.  

 
Contact:  Barbara Logan Smith, Exec. Director, 662.234.6206 or www.teachforamerica.org  

 
 

 The Student Conservation Corps 
AmeriCorps members spend 3-12 months devoted to critical environmental issues such as public land 
visitor use surveys, public safety education and outreach, interpretation, wildlife studies, waterfowl 
surveys, and moist soil management. To date, AmeriCorps members served in Mississippi during this 
grant year at Gulf Islands National Seashore, Mississippi Sandhill Crane National Wildlife Refuge, North 
Mississippi Refuge Complex, and Vicksburg National Military Park  

 
Contact:    Marsha Towns    Phone:  713.520.1835 

  Partnership Director – Gulf Region   802.296.1213 (c) 
Student Conservation Association Email: mtowns@theSCA.org 
3015 Richmond Ave., Ste. 290  
Houston, TX  77089 

 
Abe Gates    Phone: 603.543.1700 (ext. 1133) 
AmeriCorps Program Manager   Fax: 603.543.1828 

  689 River Road / P. O. Box 550  Email: abgates@thesca.org 
  Charlestown, NH  03603  

 
  

mailto:hnallett@habitat.org
http://www.teachforamerica.org/
mailto:mtowns@theSCA.org
mailto:abgates@thesca.org
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AmeriCorps NCCC 

 

 
 

 NCCC Southern Region (National Civilian Community Corps) 
NCCC members serve in a full-time, team-based residential program for men and women ages 18-24. 
NCCC members are organized into teams of 10-12 members and serve in local communities responding 
to needs that are identified by community-based organizations. Through an interagency agreement with 
FEMA and arrangement with the American Red Cross, NCCC members also respond to national 
disasters. Members are certified in disaster response; approximately 15% are trained as wildland 
firefighters by federal land-management agencies. NCCC teams also support local disaster relief 
organizations to help communities prepare for, respond to, and recover from natural or man-made 
disasters. The Mississippi campus is located in Vicksburg, MS. Other campuses are currently located in 
Baltimore, MD; Denver, CO; Vinton, IA; and Sacramento, CA. 

 
 

 

  

  AmeriCorps NCCC 
 
National Civilian Community Corps 
Kathy Hopson-Ricks, Region Director 
Website: www.americorps.gov  

 
Contacts: 

Phone: 
Email:   

 

 
NCCC Southern Region 
2715 Confederate Ave 
Vicksburg, MS  39180 
 
Ted Rivera, Community Relations Specialist 
601.630-4076 
trivera@cns.gov 
 

http://www.americorps.gov/
mailto:trivera@cns.gov
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AmeriCorps VISTA 

 
Volunteers in Service to America (AmeriCorps VISTA) are committed to increasing the capability of low-
income people to improve the conditions of their own lives.  More than 7,000 AmeriCorps VISTA 
members serve in rural and urban areas across the nation, providing employment training, literacy 
services, housing assistance, health education, and neighborhood revitalization.  

 

  AmeriCorps VISTA 
 
Mississippi Corporation for National and 
Community Service State Office   
 
R. Abdul-Azeez, State Program Director: 
Email:  rabdulaz@cns.gov  
 

Contacts: 
Phone: 

Fax: 
Email: 

 
Phone: 

Fax: 
Email: 

 
Mississippi State Program Office 
210 E. Capitol Street, Suite 920 
Jackson, MS  39201 
 
 
 
Retha Harrison, Program Officer 
601.965.4463 
601.965.4617 
rmharris@cns.gov  
 
Christine Williams, Program Officer 
601.965.4464 
601.965.4617 
chwilliams@cns.gov   
  

 
 American Red Cross of Mississippi – American Red Cross Capacity Project 

 
Project Director: Leigh Liao, Interim  
    
Mailing Address: 9 River Bend Place 
   Flowood, MS  39232 

 
Phone:  (601) 353-5442 
Fax:  (601) 353-5466 

 Email:  leigh.liao@redcross.org   
 Website: www.redcross.org/mississippi  
 

 

mailto:rabdulaz@cns.gov
mailto:rmharris@cns.gov
mailto:chwilliams@cns.gov
mailto:leigh.liao@redcross.org
http://www.redcross.org/mississippi
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  AmeriCorps VISTA 
 

 Columbus Arts Council – Lowndes County “Healthy Living Initiative” 
 

Project Director: Aislinn Noltie  
Mailing Address: 501 Main Street 
   Columbus, MS  39701 

 
Phone:  (662) 328-2787 
Fax:  (662) 241-4089 
Email:  aislinn.columbusarts@gmail.com  
 

 
 Delta State University - Center for Community and Economic Development  

 
Project Director: Linda Stringfellow  
Mailing Address: Post Office Box 3134 (1417 College Street) 
   Cleveland, MS  38733 

 
Phone:  (662) 846-4332 
Fax:  (662) 846-4332 

 Email:  lstringf@deltastate.edu  
  

 
 Genesis and Light Center –Educational Assistance Mentoring Project 

 
Project Director: Albert Wilson  
Mailing Address: 4914 North State Street 
   Jackson, MS  39206 

 
Phone:  (601) 362-6736 
Fax:  (601) 362-6737 

 Email:  genesisandlight@att.net   
 

 
 MS Corridor Consortium – Itawamba Community College – MCC VISTA Career Connect 

 
Project Director: Dr. Marion Tutor  
Mailing Address: 602 West Hill Street 
   Fulton, MS  38843 

 
Phone:  (662) 407-1540 
Fax:  (662) 862-8005 

 Email:  mdtutor@iccms.edu   
 

mailto:aislinn.columbusarts@gmail.com
mailto:lstringf@deltastate.edu
mailto:genesisandlight@att.net
mailto:mdtutor@iccms.edu
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  AmeriCorps VISTA 
 

 Mississippi State University – Maroon Volunteer Center 
 

Project Director:   Meggan Franks 
Mailing Address: 55 Magruder Street, 306 Moseley Hall,  
   Mississippi State, MS  39762-9554 

 
Phone:  (662) 325-2150 
Fax:  (662)325-0244 
Email:  mfranks@saffairs.msstate.edu  
Website: www.mvc.msstate.edu  
 

 
 Oktibbeha/Starkville Emergency Response Volunteer Services – Veterans and Low-Income 

Outreach Program 
 

Project Director: Lori R. Smith  
Mailing Address: 1437 Fire Station Road 
   Starkville, MS  39759 

 
Phone:  (816) 809-0807 
Fax:  n/a 

 Email:  lori@christianworldmissions.org    
 

 
 Tougaloo College – Community Health Corps 

 
Project Director: Gary L. Anderson II  
Mailing Address: 500 West County Line Road 
   Jackson, MS  39174 

 
Phone:  (601) 987-6177 
Fax:  (601) 977-4493 

 Email:  ganderson@tougaloo.edu   
 

mailto:mfranks@saffairs.msstate.edu
http://www.mvc.msstate.edu/
mailto:lori@christianworldmissions.org
mailto:ganderson@tougaloo.edu
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  AmeriCorps VISTA 
 

 University of Mississippi – McLean Institute for Public Service and Community Engagement – 
North MS VISTA Project 
 

Project Director: Albert Nylander  
Assistant Director: Laura Martin 
Mailing Address: Post Office Box 1848  
   310 Howry Hall 
   University, MS  38677    

 
Phone:  (662) 915-2050;  (662) 915-2078 
Fax:  (662) 915-1178 

 Email:  nylander@olemiss.edu; lemartin@olemiss.edu  
 Website: www.mclean.olemiss.edu  
 

 
  

mailto:nylander@olemiss.edu
mailto:lemartin@olemiss.edu
http://www.mclean.olemiss.edu/
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What is Senior Corps? 
The National Senior Service Corps is a network of programs that connects 
individuals ages 55 or older with service opportunities related to their interests 
and in their communities.  Through grants and other resources—including the 
energy and efforts of citizens age 55 and over—Senior Corps helps meet the 
needs and challenges of America’s communities.  Senior Corps Volunteers 
receive guidance and training so they can make a contribution that suits their 
talents, interests, and availability. Their contributions of skills, knowledge, and 

experience make a real difference to individuals, nonprofits, and faith-based and other community 
organizations throughout Mississippi. 
 

What do Senior Corps Volunteers do? 
Senior Corps volunteers work closely with their local project director, who gathers specific information 
about how potential volunteers would like to serve. They become mentors, coaches or companions to 
people in need, or contribute their job skills and expertise to community projects and 
organizations.  They find the program that interests them most which helps to shape their placement 
and assignments. 
 

Is there more than one type of Senior Corps program? 
Yes, there are three branches of Senior Corps programs: 
  

 Foster Grandparents:  The Foster Grandparent Program provides support to children with special 
needs and offers seniors aged 55 or older opportunities to serve as mentors, tutors, and 
caregivers for children and youth with special needs. They serve in community organizations such 
as schools, hospitals, and youth centers. Foster Grandparents strengthen communities by 
providing youth services that community budgets cannot afford and by building bridges across 
generations. Foster Grandparents who meet income eligibility requirements and serve between 
15-40 hours per week may receive small stipends.  

   
  Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP):  Retired and Senior Volunteers help seniors aged 

55 and older to find service opportunities in their communities.  They tend to a variety of local 
services that range from leading local museum tours to teaching adult education computer 
classes.   They choose how, where, and how often they want to serve, with commitments ranging 
from a few hours to 40 hours per week.  They provide hundreds of services in organizations that 
range from education centers to policy departments to hospitals. The involvement of the RSVP 
volunteers, who serve without compensation, is bounded only by their personal interest and 
project need.  

 
 Senior Companions offer assistance to help elderly individuals live independently. Through the 

Senior Companion Program, volunteers aged 55 and older provide assistance and friendship to 
elderly individuals who are homebound and, generally, living alone. By taking care of simple chores, 
providing transportation to medical appointments, and offering contact to the outside world, Senior 
Companions often provide the essential services that prevent older Americans from having to enter 
nursing homes. They also provide respite care to relieve live-in caretakers for short periods of time. 
Senior Companions also help make the lives of the people they serve less lonely. Senior Companions 
usually serve two to four clients and provide 15-40 hours of weekly service.  
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To learn more about Mississippi Senior Corps programs and opportunities, call the local programs listed 
below or the Mississippi State Program Office at 601.965.5664 or ms@cns.gov.  To learn more about 
Senior Corps nationwide, visit www.nationalservice.gov or call 1.800.942.2677 (TDD 1.800.833.3722). 
 

 
 

Foster Grandparent Programs 
 

Sites Sponsors 

 
 FGP of the Capital Area 

 
Contact: Lisa C. Wallace, Director 
 100 Hudspeth Center (Highway 475) 
Mailing: PO Box 127-B 
 Whitfield, MS  39193 
 
Phone:   601.664.6018 
Fax:   601.664.6155 
Email:   lisa.wallace@hrc.state.ms.us 
 

 
 
 
Contact: Dr. Mardi Allen, President 
 Mental Health America of Central   
           Mississippi 
 
 
Phone:   n/a 
Fax: n/a 
Email:   Email:  mardi.allen@me.com 
 

Mississippi Senior Corps 
Mississippi Corporation for National and Community Service State Program Office oversees 
the Senior Corps Service programs in Mississippi communities. 
 

 
Contacts: 

 
 
 

Address: 
 
 
 

Phone: 
Fax: 

Email: 

 
R. Abdul-Azeez, State Program Director 
Retha Harrison, Program Officer 
Christine Williams, Program Officer 
 
Mississippi State Program Office 
210 E. Capitol Street, Suite 920 
Jackson, MS  39201 
 
601.965.5664 
601.965.4617 
ms@cns.gov  

 

mailto:ms@cns.gov
http://www.nationalservice.gov/
mailto:lisa.wallace@hrc.state.ms.us
mailto:mardi.allen@me.com
mailto:ms@cns.gov
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Sites Sponsors 

 
 Hattiesburg FGP 

 
Contact: Celeste T. Brown, Project Director  
 700 Hardy Street 
 Hattiesburg, MS  39401 
 
Phone:   601.545.2137 
Fax: 601.545.2164 
Email:   cbrown@smpdd.com   
Website: www.smpdd.com  
 

 
 
 
Contact: Thania Averett, Director 
 South MS Planning & Development              
 
Phone:   228.868.2311 
Email:   tmccovey@smpdd.com 
 

 
 Lafayette County FGP 

 
Contact: Arledia Bennett, Project Director 
 967 Regional Center Drive  
 Oxford, MS  38655 
 
Phone:   662.513.7765 
Fax:   662.234.1699 
Email:   abennett@olemiss.edu  
 

 
 
 
Contact: Jon Maynard, Executive Director 
 Oxford-Lafayette County  
 Chamber of Commerce 
 
Phone:   662.234.4651 
Email:   jon@oxfordms.com  
 

 
 Lauderdale County FGP 

   
Contact: Vacant, Project Director 
 2906 St. Paul Street 
 Meridian, MS  39302 
   
Phone:   601.482.9880 
Fax:   601.482.9861 
Email: cdowning@multicountycsa.org 
 

 
 
 
Contact: Angela Hicks, Deputy Director 
 Multi-County Community Serv. Agency 
 
 
Phone:   601.483.4838 
Email: ahicks@multicountycsa.org  

 
 Foster Grandparent of The Pine Belt 

 
Contact: Mary Lynn Smith, Project Director  
 Ellisville State School  
 1101 Highway 11 South  
 Ellisville, MS  39437 
 
Phone:   601.477.5803  
Fax:   601.477.9140 
Email:   ljcfgp@comcast.net  

 
 
 
Contact: Cecil Ashford, President 
 Laurel Jones County  
 Council on Aging, Inc.  
 PO Box 1681 
 Laurel, MS  39441-1681 
Phone:   601.426.9009 
Fax: 601.425.9830 
Email: cecilashford@att.net  

mailto:cbrown@smpdd.com
http://www.smpdd.com/
mailto:tmccovey@smpdd.com
mailto:abennett@olemiss.edu
mailto:jon@oxfordms.com
mailto:cdowning@multicountycsa.org
mailto:ahicks@multicountycsa.org
mailto:ljcfgp@comcast.net
mailto:cecilashford@att.net
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Sites Sponsors 

  

 
 Mississippi River Delta FGP 

 
Contact:   Brigette Wilson, Director 
 P.O. Box 301421 
 Memphis, TN  38130 
 
Phone:   859.200.8331  
Fax: 901.474.7751 
Email:   bwilson@savechildren.org 
Website: www.savethechildren.org  
 

 
 
 
Contact: Patrick Iannone, State Director of  
      Programs  
 AR, LA, MS &TN Programs 
                    Save the Children, USA 
               
Phone:   615.891.3788 
Fax:             n/a 
Email:   piannone@savechildren.org 
 

 
 Yazoo County FGP 

 
Contact: Linda Brown, Project Director 
 212 East Broadway, Suite 2  
 P.O. Box 975 
 Yazoo City, MS  39194 
 
Phone:   662.746.1294 
Fax:   662.746.2023 
Email:   yazoofgp@yazoocountyms.gov 
 

 
 
 
Contact: Donna Kraft, Executive Director 
 Yazoo County Human Resource Agency 
 
 
Phone:   662.746.8668 
Email: yazooco@tecinfo.com 
 
 

 
 
 

Retired Senior Volunteer Programs  
 

Sites Sponsors 

 
 Coahoma County RSVP 

 
Contact: Chaka Collins, Director 
 115 Issaquena Avenue, 38614-4314 
 PO Drawer 1445 
 Clarksdale, MS  38614   
 
Phone:   662.624.4887 ext. 210 
Fax:   662.624.4115 
Email:      coahomaopportunities_rsvp@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
 
Contact: Edward Seals, Executive Director 
  
 
 
 
Phone:   662.624.4887 ext. 209 
Email:   esealscoi@cableone.net 
 

mailto:bwilson@savechildren.org
http://www.savethechildren.org/
mailto:piannone@savechildren.org
mailto:ryazoofgp@yazoocountyms.gov
mailto:admin@yazoocountyms.gov
mailto:coahomaopportunities_rsvp@yahoo.com
mailto:esealscoi@cableone.net
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Sites Sponsors 

 

 
 Hancock County RSVP 

 
Contact: Linda Pitts, Director 
 228 Coleman Avenue, Suite A-4 
 Waveland, MS 39576 
 
 
    
Phone:   228.467.9073 
Fax:   228.467.3177 
Email:  hancockcountyrsvp@hotmail.com  
 

 
 
 
Contact: Mike Smith, Mayor 
 City of Waveland 
 PO Box 539 
 301 Coleman Avenue 
 Waveland, MS  39576 
 
Phone:   228.467.4134 
Fax: 228.467.3177 
Email: msmith@waveland-ms.gov  
 

 
 Harrison County RSVP 

 
Contact: Magdelena Holland, Director 
 842 Commerce Street 
 Gulfport, MS  39507 
 
Phone:   228.896.0412 
Fax:   228.896.0219 
Email:   rsvp@co.harrison.ms.us 
 

 
 
 
Contact: Janice Green, Executive Director 
 Harrison County  
 Human/Senior Resource Agency 
 
Phone:   228.896.0412 
Fax: 228.896.0219 
Email:   jgreen@co.harrison.ms.us 
 

 
 RSVP of Lafayette County 

 
Contact: Arledia Bennett, Director 
 107 Courthouse Square 
 Oxford, MS  38655 
 
Phone:   662.232.2377 
Fax:   662.232.2742 
Email:   rasvp@oxfordms.net 

 
 
 
Contact: Seth Gaines, Executive Director 
 Oxford Park Commission 
 
 
Phone:   662.232.2389 
Fax: 662.232.2322 
Email:   seth@oxfordparkcommission.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:rsvphancock@Email.com
mailto:msmith@waveland-ms.gov
mailto:rsvp@co.harrison.ms.us
mailto:jgreen@co.harrison.ms.us
mailto:rasvp@oxfordms.net
mailto:seth@oxfordparkcommission.com
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Sites Sponsors 

 
 RSVP of Lauderdale County 

 
Contact: Thad Quarles, Interim Director 
 4817 North Park Drive, Suite B 
 Meridian, MS  39305 
 
Phone:   601.482.0512 
Fax:   601.483.7011   
Email: thad.quarles@unitedway.org  
 

 
 
 
Contact: Jim Wink, Executive Director  
 United Way of East Mississippi 
 
 
Phone:   601.693.2732 
Fax: 601.483.7011 
Email:   jim.wink@unitedway.org  
 

 
 
 
 

 Senior Companion Programs 
 
 

Sites Sponsors 

 
 Harrison County SCP 

 
Contact: Julie Massengill, Project Director 
 842 Commerce Street 
 Gulfport, MS  39507-3321 
 
 
 
Phone:   228.896.2241 
Fax:   228.896.0219 
Email:   scp@co.harrison.ms.us   
 
 

 
 
 
Contact: Janice Green-Merrell, Executive  
      Director 
 Harrison County 
 Human/Senior Resources Agency 
 842 Commerce Street 
 Gulfport, MS  39507-3321 
 
Phone:   601.896.0214 
Fax:   601.896.0219 
Email:   jgreen@co.harrison.ms.us  
 

mailto:thad.quarles@unitedway.org
mailto:jim.wink@unitedway.org
mailto:scp@co.harrison.ms.us
mailto:jgreen@co.harrison.ms.us
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Sites Sponsors 

 
 Jackson County SCP 

 
Contact: Judy Williams, Project Director 
 5343 Jefferson Avenue, 39563-6342 
 Post Office Box 681 
 Pascagoula, MS  39568-0681 
 
 
 
Phone:   228.696.6530 
Fax:   228.696.6504 
Email:   judy.williams@mdhs.ms.gov  
 

 
 
 
Contact:    Sandra McClendon, Division Director 

 Mississippi Dept. of Human Services 
 Division of Aging and Adult Services 
 750 North State Street 
 PO Box 352 
 Jackson, MS  39202 
 
Phone:   601.359.4925 
Fax:   601.359.9664 
Email:   sandra.mcclendon@mdhs.ms.gov 
 
 

 
 SCP of Bolivar & Sunflower Counties 

 
Contact: Evelyn L. Henry, Project Director 
 414 Martin Luther King Drive 
 PO Box 908 
 Indianola, MS 38751  
 
Phone:   662.719.9886 
Fax:   662.887.4888 
Email:   evelynl.henry@yahoo.com  
 

 
 
 
Contact: Christopher Carpenter, CEO 
 Sunflowers-Humphreys Co. Progress, Inc. 

 414 Martin Luther King Drive  
 PO Box 908 
 Indianola, MS 38751 
 
Phone:   662.887.1431 
Fax:   662.887.4888 
Email: ccarpentershcpi3egmail.com  
 

 
  

mailto:linette.shackleford@mdhs.ms.govv
mailto:sandra.mcclendon@mdhs.ms.gov
mailto:evelynl.henry@yahoo.com
mailto:lbradford2004@yahoo.com
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What are Volunteer Centers? 
Mississippi’s Volunteer Centers are conveners for the community, catalysts for 
social action, and a key resource for volunteer involvement.  They are funded by 
the Volunteer Generation Fund, which is a program that supports voluntary 
organizations and state service commissions in boosting the impact of 
volunteers in addressing critical community needs.  Volunteer Centers may look 
different in different communities, but they share core functions, roles, and 
purposes. Volunteer Centers promote volunteerism, mobilize people to meet 

community needs through meaningful service and equip volunteers and nonprofits to more effectively 
solve community problems.  
 

What do Volunteer Centers do? 
Volunteer Centers act as the local Volunteer Hub where concerned citizens can go to get informed and 
involved.  They inspire people to serve through the promotion of volunteering and mobilize people to 
meet community needs through meaningful service.  They connect people with opportunities to serve 
through community partnerships and build capacity for effective local volunteering.  They improve the 
quality and level of volunteer service in a community. 

 

How are Volunteer Centers structured? 
Volunteer Centers are primarily structured in one of two ways: 1) as an independent non-profit 
organization governed by a board of directors; or 2) as a program internal to another organization, most 
commonly United Ways, Community Foundations, or similar established community agencies. Sometimes 
Volunteer Centers may be part of a local government, college, or university. 

 
To learn more about Mississippi Volunteer Center programs and opportunities, call the programs listed 
or Volunteer Mississippi at 601.432.6306 or 1.888.353.1793 or visit the Volunteer Mississippi webpage 
at www.volunteermississippi.org. To learn more about the Volunteer Generation Fund nationwide, visit 
www.nationalservice.gov or call 1.800.942.2677 (TDD 1.800.833.3722). 
 

Mississippi Volunteer Centers 
Volunteer Mississippi oversees the Volunteer Generation Fund programs in Mississippi 
communities. 
 

Contacts: 
 
 

Address: 
 
 

Phone: 
Fax: 

Email: 
Website: 

 

David Mallery, Executive Director 
Krista Estes, Volunteer Network Officer 
 
3825 Ridgewood Road 
Jackson, MS  39211 
 
601.432.6306 
601.432.6790 
krista@volunteermississippi.org 
www.volunteermississippi.org 

http://www.volunteermississippi.org/
http://www.nationalservice.gov/
mailto:krista@volunteermississippi.org
http://www.volunteermississippi.org/
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  Volunteer Center Network 
 

 United Way of East MS Volunteer Center 
 

Director: Kathy Parrish 
 
               Address:   4817 North Park Drive, Meridian, MS  39301 
 
Phone:  O (601) 693-2732; C (601) 678-7207  
Email:  kathy.parrish@local.unitedway.org      
Website:  www.unitedforunitedway.org  
 

 
 Volunteer Columbus  

 
Director: Renee Sanders 
 
Mailing Address:   P. O. Box 266, Columbus, MS  39703 
Physical Address:  223 22nd Street North, Columbus, MS  39701 
 
Phone:  (662) 328-0943  
Email:  rsanders@uwlc-ms.org  
Website:  www.uwlc-ms.org 
 

 
 Volunteer Hattiesburg 

 
Director: Elizabeth Winton 
 
Physical Address:   210 West Front Street, Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
 
Phone:  O (601) 545-7141; Ext 213  
Email:  volunteerhattiesburg@yahoo.com; elizabeth@unitedwaysems.org     
Website:  www.unitedwaysems.org 
 

 
 Volunteer Greater Jackson 

 
Executive Director: TBD 
 
Mailing Address:  P. O. Box  5053, Jackson, MS  39296-5053   
 
Phone:  O (601) 589-0708  
Website:  www.volunteergreaterjackson.org    
 

 

mailto:kathy.parrish@local.unitedway.org
http://www.unitedforunitedway.org/
mailto:rsanders@uwlc-ms.org
http://www.uwlc-ms.org/
mailto:volunteerhattiesburg@yahoo.com
mailto:elizabeth@unitedwaysems.org
http://www.unitedwaysems.org/
http://www.volunteergreaterjackson.org/
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  Volunteer Center Network 
 

 Volunteer Northwest Mississippi 
 

Director:  Anna Dickerson 
 
Physical Address: 315 Losher Street, Suite 100, Hernando, MS  38632 
 
Phone:  O (662) 449-5002; toll-free (800) 268-9928;  
Email:  volunteer@cfnm.org 
Website:  www.volunteernwms.org  
 

 
 Volunteer Oxford 

 
Director:  Kaitlin Wilkinson 
 
Mailing Address: 107 Courthouse Square, Oxford, MS  38655 
Physical Address:   606 South 16th Street, Oxford, MS  38655 
 
Phone:  O (662) 236-6662; C (662) 202-6552;  
Email:  volunteer@oxfordms.net 
Website:  www.volunteeroxford.org 
 

 
 Volunteer South Mississippi 

 
Director: Austin Coomer 
 
Physical Address:  11975 Seaway Road, Suite B170, Gulfport, MS  39503 
 
Phone:  O (228) 896-2213, ext 7110 
Email: acoomer@unitedwaysm.org  
Website:  www.unitedwaysm.org/volunteer 
 

 

 Volunteer Starkville 
 

Executive Director: Jamey Bachman 
 
            Address:  101 S. Lafayette Street, Suite 20, Starkville, MS 39759 
 
Phone:  O (662) 268-2865; C (601) 888-5826 
Email:  jamey@volunteerstarkville.org 
Website:  www.volunteerstarkville.org 
 

mailto:volunteer@cfnm.org
http://www.volunteernwms.org/
mailto:volunteer@oxfordms.net
http://www.volunteeroxford.org/
mailto:acoomer@unitedwaysm.org
http://www.unitedwaysm.org/volunteer
mailto:jamey@volunteerstarkville.org
http://www.volunteerstarkville.org/
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